Systemic organ assessment using computerized profiles.
Clinical monitoring of isolated parameters may lead to erroneous conclusions or conflicting speculations about the patient's general physiological status. Data derived from two or three primary parameters may provide a better understanding of the patient's overall status. Four automated profiles have been designed to aid in the management of critically ill patients. Data obtained from simple blood and urinary tests are used to compute parameters for various physiologic, renal, respiratory, and metabolic functions. The derived data are plotted in hard-copy form. A sequential series of each profile assists the physician in making intelligent and rapid therapeutic decisions and in evaluating the effectiveness of this therapy.